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Box No. I 



Unas of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

1 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

. which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

[XI a sequence listing 

1 | tablc(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 
IX] in computer readable form 
c time of filing/furnishing 

j^J contained in the international application as filed. 

|^<3 filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tables) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-5 


YES 




Claims 


6-28 


NO 


Inventive step(IS> 


Claims 


1-5 


YES 




Claims 


6-28 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-28 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: JP 1 1-502701 A (Novo Noidisk AYS), 09 March 1999 
Document 2: WO 00/24879 Al (Meiji Seika Kaisha, Ltd.), 04 May 2000 
Document 3: WO 01/90375 Al (Meiji Seika Kaisha, Ltd.), 29 November 2001 

The inventions of Claims 6-25 do not appear to possess novelty based on 
documents 1-3 cited in the ISR. 

Documents 1-3 describe various proteins having endoglucanase activity, 
genes coding for these proteins, methods for producing these proteins by culturing 
hosts which have been transformed with vectors containing these genes, and methods 
for treating fibers using these proteins (see in particular document 1, Claims 72 & 
82-104, SEQ ID NOS:8, 9, etc., document 2, Claims 1-83, and document 3, Claims 
1-26). 

Regarding the description "multiple" in Claim 6(b) of this application, 
although the speciGcations describe in paragraph 0029 that "the number of amino 
acids involved in deletions, substitutions, insertions, additions' and other 
modifications is preferably 1-30 or more preferably 1-10 or still more preferably 1- 
6," the number is not particularly limited. Thus, the proteins of Claim 6 of this 
application cannot be distinguished as an object from the proteins described in 
documents 1-3. 

Moreover, regarding the description "multiple" in Claims 8(ii) of this 
application, although the specifications describe in paragraph 0041 that "the number 
of bases that may be deleted, substituted, inserted or added is preferably 1-30 or 
more preferably 1-18 or still more preferably 1-9," the number is not particularly 
limited. Thus, the polynucleotides of Claim 8 of this application cannot be 
distinguished as an object from the polynucleotides described in documents 1-3. 

The inventions of Claims 26-28 do not appear to possess novelty based on 
documents 2-3 cited in the ISR. 

Documents 2-3 describe the use of preparations containing the various 
proteins having endoglucanase activity mentioned above in process for de- inking old 
paper by treating it with de-inking chemicals, process for treating paper pulp to 
improve its freeness, and process for treating cellulose-containing Gber to improve 
the digestibility of animal feed (sec in particular document 2, Claims 84-85 and 
document 3, Claims 27-29). (Continued in Supplemental Box) 
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Supplemental IIox 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes Is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: Box V 

The inventions of Claims 1-5 appear to involve an inventive step over 
documents 1-3 cited in the ISR. 

Documents 1 -3 do not describe a protein having endoglucanase activity 
which is derived from a microorganism of the genus Staphylotrichum, nor could this 
be easily arrived at by a person skilled in the art from the descriptions of documents 
1-3. 
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